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I remember struggling so much during my 1st year of 
college and having my mom go through all of that with 
me. There were many times that I called her crying and 
telling her how I wanted to go home. So she would take 
the bus all the way from South Central to UCLA (2-3 hr 
bus ride each way) just to see me and have lunch with 

me.

First-Gen Student, UCLA ‘09



What I don’t understand is, why don’t they provide a normal schedule of classes so 
the kids can finish much quicker? I mean, one hour? You take longer getting there 
than the time you spend in class. Do they give a full-day schedule at the university 

level?

I liked [Rochester], but it is too far from here. It is all the way across the country, and 
it’s not like you can just jump in your car, get going, and you’re there. I tell my 
daughter, ‘Honey, let’s try to find one here. God forbid something happen to you and 
we won’t be there.’ San Francisco is about seven, eight hours, and you are there. 
But when you talk about New York or anywhere in that vicinity, we are now talking 
about a good amount of time and a lot of money. So, we’d like something nearby.

College = Unknown World

Parents of First-Gen Student



I went to school in Mexicali. I didn’t finish college there 
but I did stay a couple of years. Now that I have my 
kids, they have to go too. I told them, “There is no 

choice. There is no other option.” I told [my son] I’d do 
everything in my power to get him to college so that 

he’d have his opportunity to go to college.

Parent of First-Gen Student



This is a bit of an adventure for us. Not just for [our daughter], but for us 
too because we are with her, she tells us things and we learn from her. I 

mean, you go to places you never imagine going. I went to New York 
with her. What the heck did I know about New York? But there I was. So 

it was an awesome feeling because you know you aren’t there for 
vacation. [You get to there] and you can only imagine what college is like, 
how they live. It just never crosses your mind that you’ll be in places like 

those.

Parent of First-Gen Student



Parents:
Supporters & Journey 

Companions



Build trust. 

Scaffold. 

Collaborate.

What must the UC do?
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